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Stories by Korolenko
Simple Beauty and Elusive Charm in
Five Tales by Modern Russian Author

«TORIES BY VLADIMIR KOUOLENKO.' Translatai by Clarar .. Augustus Mau-
ring. IUirriohl .%, Co.. New York,

¦ Of all the well known Russian au¬thors Korolenko is perhaps the mostelusive, the least tangible in his appeal.He does not possess either tho broad,.exuberant humor of Gogol or the finelywrought art of Turgeniev. He neverachieves the tremendous psychopathiceffects of Dostow vsky, and, unlike mintof the modern Russian writers, he sel¬dom draws his materia! from the Burg¬ling waves of the contemporary revolu¬tionary movement. And vet, eventhrough the necessarily imperfect me-idium of a translation, it is possible to
appreciate in his tales a rare quality ofWistful, haunting beauty.The present volume includes two

; rather long stories. "Birds of Heaven"
? and "Isn't It Terrible?" and three
i shorter sketches, "Necessity." "On tho|Yolga"and "The Village of God." TheI principal figure in "Birds of Heaven" isj a familiar Kussian type, wavward and| passional-*, a monk turned wanden rj and drunkard. Along with his outbursts
; of boisterous gayety t ere is ahva; s anj element of dren, brooding, hopeless sad-
« ness. of poignant grief, that only aI Slavic writer can adequately express."Birds of Heaven" is primarily s
j character portrait; "Isn't It Terrible?'
; Is « story with a more compücatec,j interplay of conflicting passions anc
j emotions. Told by a spectator in r
¡ sketchy, fragmentary sty'c that sug-gests Conrad's "Lord Jim," it unfolds s
H tale characterized by a curious mixtureof sordidness r.n.i pathos. Sometime;
¡| the interest inherent ¡ü the story i;| diverted to the narrator, v-ho reveals

S himself as a man whose best impulse:and ideals have been crushed under the
i blighting tyranny of the Russian buÏ roaucracy. In his life, to use his owi! language, "everything wa« incompleteaccidental, disconnected, senseless amdisgusting."

The tranquil beauty of Korolenko':

style is exemplified in "On the Volga."Although it is only a simple story of
tho discussion of some traveler« on a
rteamboat going up the great Russian
river, it is permeated throughout with
the most delicate, exquisite art. There
is rich poetic eloquence in this imageof the river at night:
"A block creaked at the bow, the

light of a golden star flew to the top
of the mast; the waves .¡¡plashed some¬
where in the distance; the distant:
whistle of an almost invisible steam¬
boat reechoed above the sleeping river.
In the sky the bright stars appear, d
one after the other, and the blue night
hung noiselessly above the meadows,
the mountains and the ravines of the
Volga.
'Tho earth seemed to be sadly ask¬

ing some question, but the heavens re¬
mained silent with its quiet and its
mystery."
This passage illustrates two dis¬

tinctive qualities of Korolcnko's writ¬
ing: his warm love and appreciation
of natural beauty and his mystical at¬
titude toward life, an attitude always
tmged with Oriental sadness and fatal¬
ism. Korolenko is a modest writer;he makes no special claim to be con¬
sidered an interpreter of the soul of
his people; but in this ardent love of
simple beauty, in this melancholy, yet
resigned philosophy of life, he ex¬
presses the true spirit of the Russian
peasant better than many more self-
conscious spokesmen of the masses.

.'Necessity" is an argument, couched
in the form of an Oriental fable, against
shifting responsibility for all human
actions upon some blind fate; and "Tho
Village of God" is a series of reflec¬
tions inspired by a hillside where manyparticipants in a medieval peasants'uprising had been executed. Both are
inconsequential in theme; but both re¬
veal the simplicity, tho tenderness, tin-
fine literary art that invest a!! Koro-

ko's stories with an enduring ap¬peal.

Nicolai Lenin
Eulogistic Biography
Of Bolshevik Premier

LFNIN: THE MAN -Wl> HIS WORK ByAlbert Rhys Williams. .- & t;New York
As might be anticipated from his

previous writings and speeches, Mr.
Williams's biography of the Bolshevik
Premier is frankly and enthusiastical¬ly eulogistic. He gives a biographicalsketch of Benin's life; and supplementsit with anecdotes culled from ten
months of personal association with
the Bolshevik leaders in Moscow and
Petrograd. He appends extracts from
Arthur Ransome's "Russia In 191'J"
and from William Hard's account of
Raymond Robin's experiences in Rus¬
sia, which appeared in "The Metropoli¬tan Magazine" last summer, and which
will soon be published in book form
by Harper & Bros, under the titie
"Raymond Robins's Own Story."Whatever be thought of Mr.
Williams's political and economic views,
no one cai ch his ability to tell
a good story. The inc.dents which
he descries in ¦'¦: are always
interesting and often humorous. He
gives a highly entertaining account of
his own attempt to deliver a speech in
Russian before cr w of Idh rs and
workers while in o d near and
prompted him with iccasional words.
The touch of the gaud story teller also

Mr. Abbott's hook
contains material
which, since it was
accessible to no

one else, is con¬

tained in no other
"biography." Such
is the account of

Roosevelt's relations with the
Kaiser, and his break with Taft
in 1912.the inside facts. These
are but two of the features which
make this book essential to a

complete and intimate under¬
standing of the man.
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GREEN LADIES
By W. DOUGLAS NEWTON

The story of a disillusioned soldier
who brranie a good fairy to a won¬
derful maid of mystery. A fantasyof dream» that came true.

Ai Ail Booksellers', $1 75 Net
This is an Apple ton Book
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appears in his description of Lonin
íí di g to sleep in flip, midst of an exc t-
ing session of the Constituent Assein-
! ly, of the peasant who naively salutedthe Bolshevik leeader as "Czar Lenin."
The best of Mr. Wilíiams's book i.s

to be found in the author's p. r ¡01
rem niscences. There is less to be
sa.d for bis marshaling of expresiens of conservative opinion favor-
al !e to Lenin. This form of propa¬ganda has been extensively practiced
ai decidedly overdone by both sides
in the Russian controversy. The
bankers" and "conservative journal¬ists" who liave approved of the Soviet
form of government are just about
counterbalanced by the "Socialists" and
"labor unionists" who have found it
the sum of all iniquities. Taken for
all in all, however, Mr. Willams's

igraphy is an excellent first-hand
ketch of a powerful hand fascinatingpersonality.

Yale Poetry
Freshness and Vigor in
Book of College Verse

THE TAI.R nOOK OF STUDENT VERFE1910-1919. Vale University Press, Newi Ih ven.

There is good reason to be stirred byth 9 volume of college verse. Twi nty-seven poets are represented and their
range of achievement is wide. A fewJ. hn Andrews, Stephen Vincent Benetand Archiba d MacLeish, for instance
write like true poets, expertly, mov¬ingly. The average is naturally farlower. Lchoes are many and newthought is rare. Yet there is a sin¬
cerity of effort and a fine artistic de¬
votion throughout tho whole volumethat speaks more loudly of the estato
of poetry in America than many poetrymagazines.
Freshness of thought and the livinglino are especially noteworthy in the

poems of Mr. Andrews and Mr Benet,"If I Were a Pirate" is as vigorousand appealing in content as it is in-genious verse. Coming from Mr. An-
drews, '20, it is hard not to expectmuch in the future. As for Mr. lionet,
we are quite won to him, even by com-I parison with his more famous < Icierbrother, William Rose Benet, who, bythe way, contributes an apologue tothis volume. He has many accents, theBrowning one most often, but alwayshis own salty matter, and a range of
technique rather appalling in a be¬
ginner.
The volume itself is one more de¬

lightful handful from the Yale Univer¬
sity Press. It has a particularly in-
ratiating title page. The art of print¬ing is not in danger in America as long

as such classic beauty sets a standard
G. P.

Linda Condon
Lack of Substance in
Hergesheimer s Story

LINDA CONDON. By Joseph Hergesholmor.Alfred A. Knopf, New York.

Joseph Hergesheimer writes always
with a verbal mastery thai has won
him a scrapbook of "exquisites," and
his new novel, "Linda Condon," main¬
tains the lofty standard, And yet we
feel that Mr. Hcrgcshcimer's latest
product fails to measure up to "The
Three Iilack Pcnnys," or oven ".luv.:
Head" ns a well-rounded story. Pos¬
sibly the critical rhapsodies on his
stylo have led him to neglect his func¬
tion as a teller of tales.

"I.indi Condon" is the story of a
beautiful woman, whose career is
traced from childhood to jlf-confcssed
middle ago. Doauty is her passion,but her attitude is not creative, and
therein lies her tragedy.-a tragedywlwch is mellowed in the end by the
realization that she has inspired a
great artist to u masterpiece. Linda
herself is not alluring. SI .' ;.> too
cool, too objective. She has an air
.of sophisticated naïvoto which makes
one sympathize with the woman who
¡wanted to "put you over my knee with
'your skirts up and paddle you." It
is only in the final pages of the book
that Mr. Hergesheimer succeeds in
rousing compassion for his heroine
In the attempt to explain the 1; red-

itary and social bad rou from which
¡inda came the author as blurred the
outline of his story. Mr. Hergesheimeris at ¡¡is best when he confines him¬
self to a Bingle atmosphere, and his
shifting about weakens the effect of
the narrative. The episodes detailing
Linda's life in th< family of Moses
Fehlt add little to the story. We may
forgive this lapse for the glimpses
wo get of Linda's mother, who is genuinely and pathet ici lly human.
The Hergesheimer delicacy of touch!

and deftness of vocal ilary pervades"Linda Coi lit.:.," but wc n !,,s the fine
swi ep of "The Tli roe Blacl Pi nnys"and the firmly m< Idod ructure of
"Java Head." Mr, Efergi heimer has
lost none of his ex raord in; rj skill
:;i handling literary tint ; but he has
been uncert i'¦'¦> ;t. his choice sub
ject and somewhat careless in the
composition of "Linda Com1, m."

R. A. S.

With Soul on Fire
Social Unrest Theme
Of Mr. Randall's Novel

\\ ITH SOUL iN ''I UK in John I-TeiRandal ti -nlano's, N, w V 1<
Like many n ivels wl ich d -al with

he problem of social ;; ni e it M r,
Randall's work is propaganda rather
han art. Frank Ba t, a young soldier,
comes back 'rom Fr .¦¦¦ n

ing passion to apply 1 of
mocracy in his daily life. First he li ir
ifies his ci 'cntional pai

rying a Jew girl 'r tl K st
Side. Then, aftei trying sever

périment v irk. he
akes * he side of o \< :\ t-rs in n
strike at his father' factory, t'un-l.;.
irn par iblj old genth
man ar.d the s! ckh Ici coi
poration.
At this point Frank's perplexities

are increased by the disappearance of]I'.is wife, who feels that h eon
so wrapped up in his thco'de: thai he
has lost h is love for In r, I lo fol¬
lows her to R issia; and the book
loaves him in 'in- presumablj con¬
genial atmosphere of the Moscow
Soviet.

Outside of the author's evident
sincerity and occasional e >qucnc in
c- pressii g his deals eial democ-

oi thi
merit of the no .-el. -I lie chai ctei

individua y; '; an
tor, obviou >ly media for tin pn
sion of Mr. Randall's Id
who like radii eco
tempered by un adin ixtui Chri
sentimcr ilism may overlook I. e tech
nical defects of tl ¦' lut it is
impossible o1 to feel h it ,;." thoi

d be r r( ho a in mi other
eld oi ii fat re. I

in the opinion of the bes1 critics in Paris and tins country
has surpassed even the extraordinary achievement of The
Four Horsemen oj the Apocalypse in

Other novels by BLASCO 1BAN-EZ are: J
;e Four Horsemen o! the Apocalypse

of the Cathedral '$~? ^r\ «;¦»! ¿r? "V.lÜHlcftUU
OlÖlGOä See &aaiO (Sangrey Arena)

La p (The Fruit of the Vine)
Señor Bl¡ seo fbanez is now in America for a iranscontir.oni.-il
lecture tour under the management of the J. B. Pond Bureau.

Ij 91.00 per volume, not
a Al An .u.E.p. DUTTOfy & .0.8V" yo*'1
'jmawnmmm.*m ¦nrnim i.jh.x iwhiulí iiinw«aw«»MmBajg«BB3««»x8«ByB«rarr3Ea.m-^

By MAUD DIVER
A masterful romance of England and the Canadian wilderness, by

a novelist placed by the New York Times in "the front rank of living Eng¬lish writers."
Etched against the stormy back round of today, the characters standforth as living men and women, valiant and great-hearted comrades, to

every reader who has the power to tarill at great deeds and nobie adven¬ture.

;r:. houghton mifflin company .,:«*..

VICENTE BLASCO IBANEZ,

Famous Spanish author, now in this country.

Western Democracy
Prof. Sloanc Analyzes
Its Aims and Ideals

THE POWÍ3KS AND A.1MS OF WESTIÎI1N
H2MOCHACY in William Mlllig m

Chai Kcrlbner'H Sons, New
1 ,.

The word democracy !ia,: been so

widely used in discussing national and
int rnational relations during the last
few years that an exhaustive analysis
of its origin, m 'aning and Implications

eminently timely. After taking up
the historical de\ elopment of he demo-
crati idea, Pri fes ¡or Sloane pas es to
he evolution of the modern state and
concludes his work with a lengthy con¬
sideration of the problems raised by
'h" peace.
The authoi is convinced that the

ncl '. emen; of the democrat ic ideal
d mands 1 he fullest possible liberty f
il ..'¦ ¦:.!! initiative. He looks with

upo paten in any
form; and solialism in all its forms.
from the state socialism of Bismarck
tu the commit ni in of Lénine, is
ana li Speaking oí
Bo ki. he ays:
"Criminal wi ou a single redeem
:. :¦. ty thi ¦¦ ¦'. ters of infamy

d to be the harl n rs of a ni '¦'.

¦! ea rth, of a woi d regenera! e
ust it thoi ild be no war,

beca tli "¦ \ ould be no mi itary in
d ea, no competition for mar¬

ket or matei als, because an irre
duction would

pieclude no colonies or
luse of world-wiil"

If determination, and as a corol-
patriotism or si ii. e of ua ton

ality."
I n h is ii: ;cu ;ion r bo league of

and the possibility of estab
lishing an enduring peace, Profe soi

ciano displays >¦¦ mm nd n.q rudit ion
and ki n g ra ip of pre *ent day con-
.' tions. Hie va ., perha ps I he most
laboi :.. ; ¦..¦ tmenl of lie war and

the problems of reconstruction from
the standpoint of the scientific his¬
torian that hag yet appeared in America.

(¡roen Pen Pirates
TJ] i: '¦.::'!¦::. \ r ¦¦-.¦-. ny Poioi

B. Kyno. Doubleday, I', ge ..: Co., Ne«
ork.

"Tin G ¦.n Pea Pirates" teils of the
Ivei res of aptain Scraggs of the

ie, a freigl ter of green vegeta
bney. his mate. McGaffoy, the

er, and Halvarsen, able sea-
thi pper '.. of choler

ion, he ha ppi nings aboard he
were of an excit ing atun

ory will please readei s who n
u tical yarns of a humo

actcr. E. B. IS.

Light Fiction
Romance and Melodrama
In Novel by G. C. Shedd

IN THIS SHADOW OF 'I'HH IIII,t,S. By<;.i,ti:.- C. si....' I. Tho Mticuulay C< m-
pnny, v. w y,
This novel is about a young civil

engineer who undertakes the construc¬
tion of a dam in a district that is
positively teeming with crooks. After
a sein-; of melodramatic events the
hero outwits the villains and inci¬
dentally woos ami wins a fair maiden
of the vicinity. Tho book possessesall the requirements of the light novel.
Tee plot is sufficiently complicated to
hold the attention of the reader, and
the characters are franklj bin
white no grays such as are. common

nost oi u I'he glorious ending
virtue overwhelming the powers of
darkness, like St. George vanquishingthe dr..-on will always satisfy a sense
of righteousness that is inherent in us
all. The book is excellent as a sub¬
stitute for an evening at the movies,
but we do not recommend it as a lit¬
erary achievement. E. F. S.

War-time Essays
Havelock Ellis Shows
Keen Grasp of Events

THE PHILOSOPHY OF CONFLICT, By
llavoloi k Bill Houghton Ml« lln Com
pany, New Vorlt and Uoaton.
It has been rather unkindly said that

the essay is the refuge of the man who
possesses no creative literary ability.
This statement is perhaps more un
kindly than untrue. The essay,
pocially the critical essay, in the hands
of a dull writ'-r may o*sily become
an intolerable bore. Of course, there
are notable exceptions to this general
rule about the comparative inferiority
of the essay form. One thinks In tne
diately of Arnold and Pater, Nietzsche
and Meine, Lichtenberger and Romy do
Gourmont.

Mr. Havelock Ellis clearly belongs to
the class of exceptions. He is a scholar
of the best type; a schola'r who does
not obtrude his scholarship. His pro¬
found knowledge of history, sociology
and anthropology imparts a quality of
spacious grasp to his judgment! of cur¬
rent events without impairing bis-clear,
vigorous style. He is eminently eru¬
dite without being cumbersomi

In the essay that, gives the book Its
title the author makes a sharp dis¬
tinction between conflict and war. Con¬
tending that conflict is a desirable and
essential element, while war is an
avoidable excresenco In life, he takes
issue equally with the militarist who
believes that the inherent benefits of
conflict can be realized only through
war, and with the pacifist who wishi
to eliminate conflict e.l mg with
Mr. Kllis's reasoning suggests 11 n te
Professor James's argument in behalf
of "a mora! equivalent for war."
The author covers an extremely wide

field, ranging from a discus ion of the
mind of woman to critical stu of
Conrad and Baudelaire. He dcclar* \
that women are more normal, less
liable to the extremes of geni
idiocy '.ban men. n li is es on the
'war Mr. Ellis is a consi ti advocate
of a peace by undersl ar ling rat] r
than of Lloyd George's theory of
knockout blow." In one k ien and
subtle piece of writing called "Vae
Victoribus" the author points out the
.numerous historical instances in which
victory has paved the way for the
moral disintegration of a nation.

A Fairy Tale
THE ENCH \NTED ISLAND l'y I.

\ [) ol'.n. E r. ! lutton
\' -.v York
The old-fashioned fairy tale always

has its attraction for chi dren, and
.'.in ;¦ rown- ops arc omi known
to yield to its seductive ii fluí ice. At
he worst, the witches and elves, dwarfs
and giants who constitute the dramatis
persona» of the orthodox fairy story
ire as credible and ral her lore in er-
.sting than the. tra age figun that
often appear in that cías o novels
which is euphemistically described as
"light summer fiction." The enchanted

¡aland is located lomewhere conven¬

iently remote from geographical re-

rictions, blessed with tine air and
icrpetual sunshine. The idyllic háppi-
letsa of the country is disturbed when
wicked uncle deposes and kidnaps

the rightful prince and ruler. The
story then caires the young prince
hrough a remarkable succession o!
ortun.es and misfortunes, in which he
com« ( into contact with all sorts of
lupernatural beings. Everything ends
happily, oí course; the prince finds a

princess who is a worthy match for
liirn m beauty and accomplishments,
and 'he enchunted island Bett es back
to its old state oí reposeful b iss.

:,c book is an excellent prescription
for any one who wishes to pend an
hour or two renewing his o ,| faith m
finies. W. II. <.'.

George Fox
Life of Quaker Leader
By Dr. Rufus M. Jones

THIS ST( m v »p <;;;, irge r >x. byM Jon 'I ii'- ..... u., n Corti¬
nal New

bii graph; r the founder <>'¦
the Soci< ty of Friends, written

I.¦ c n y ;¦ ;. o 'ig o .¦ by I
ti:" most e chi lara in
America, * well calculi ed to apolder n aders as well. Dr, Joi es gi
a concise but full acci unt of Fox's
strenuo life, fn m e tii le when, as
a y ou ig man, disg s with the im-
mora litj hypocrisy of I he world
about him, he dedic ted himself to thi
pi hing of a ni w faith until hii
d( il ii, ¦¦; ith the i hr¡ se on his lips: "I
am clear, I am fully clear." The

ithor the following es'.imate of
point, in Fox's character:

"lie k v and oved o itdoor nature;
!." pos d gn at nat ive g: fts; he
read th,e Bible until he almost knew
it. by heart; ho had an honest, sincere

il; h " is a born leader of men; he
In mosl remarkable experience of
God; he w: ready to go through fire
nd ter to perform his duty, and

n the love of men in an ex¬
traordinary way, somewhat as did St.

Vs isi, more than four cen¬
turies c arlii r."
Throughout the book Dr. Jones is

ul in bringing out Fox's
ï I rong and lovable I rail ;, and ¡n vin-

g him from the slurs which
.y and others have cast upon

him.

Historic Trees
THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHU-

.1 Simmons.
Small, Ma; ï Co Ho n.

Every locality has its historic trees.
and Mas ac usetts has an unusuallylarge si ily of them. From the daysof th< rim Fathers the Bay State
commonwealth has habitually associ-

nportant events with trees near
occurred. Mr. Simmons

writes with tiro enthusiasm and ex¬
tensive knowledge of his subject, and

: vei y hands
prepared, ist ra e with photo¬
graphs taken by the au-h or.

The Indiana Poet
Description of Rilry's
Youth by Marcus Dickey

THB ÏDTJTH OF JAMBA WHITCOMBRILBY I'.y M .- Hobba-
Mei (¡il Company, In II« n« «. Is,
James WhiU >mb í; y i* pnrhnps

the moat distinctively provincial Amrr
an poet. Morn ¡n a log cabin and
., ..i op ..... frontier en-

pro iced Abr
Lincoln, he has always remained vr-rv

closely in touch with the speech and
thoughts of the plnln folk of [nd --a

Hin youth. the ..!<>-
¦<¦ r bed n tl
in-'y strong detern upon
the development

Mr. Dickey gives a
of Riley's life up to the ' of the
"Leonainie" hoax. ThiH h-.a was an
inter« r test of th« cr< d
lirorary critics I
wrote poem entitled "1 nd
a t w p ipi r editor, acting
with bro ight if s grave

n that it v

published work of Edgar Allan Poe
Ril own often < Il

fame is more ess
than mer i t. i n 1 i 1 n s n

... ,.,) -.,,
m,- ,.-¦, nt "Leonainie" i

I ci

the assumpt i tl the au
thor of the po n
hoax w i .

been so grie
Ri'ey a" ig ¦' nd ! tl '

was f< r^'vr ¦.

as in their *' Poe's au-
hip of "Leonainie," they were de¬

cidedly miktaken.
This Incident is typical of the care¬

free, exuber -¦ h ¡ch cl
¡zed Riley thi it his life ai
h im one of tl
can poets. Mr Dickey has made ex
eel lent use of tl > and
other mater ils bearing
Mfe to which he has been gi
The author descr
h .. and his exp rienc

i.

varied
be fore hs devoted ent

The n imerous warm admir« r.

o*" the Indiana poet ¡hould
this authoritative and interestii
of an important formative peri..
life.

THE LARGEST BOOK SHOP FOR CHILDREN
IN NEW YORK

"Hoir am I to sing thy praise,
Happy chimney cornet days,
Sitting safe in nursery nooks
Reading picture story I >ks?"

. .Ro v: Li ..... Stevenson.

FOR first adventures in boi ! ! »re, Í ¡liputia b< ists a Rook Shop that isthe Kiddies' Very Own. Under the roof of ï'rst & £o. THE CHIL¬DREN'S BOOK SHOP has gathered together the best and most com¬plet'- assortment of books for boys and cris in America.
" From the Right Books all things ms ouslyawakened in a child's mind.imagination, courage,
courtesy and love for ú'l thai is noble and true."

Foi holiday gifts, it invites inspection nor only of the old favorites that forgenerations have enriched nursery days, but oí all the latest publications ofall publishers that are worthy to place beside them.
" Family reading aloud da ps j mily ;<-;;:v, mutualsympathyinterests in common and loveoj good books."

For the selection oí Christmas literature for boys and ('iris, THE CHIL¬DREN'S BOOK SHOP offers the assistai .. of trained librarians whohave an intimate knowledge or youngsters as well as all that is best amongthe rich treasures or literature lor them.
Suggestive lists for childrei . To'culth ite pride of possession ¡nsent upon request; compiled by the b< Us, a B ok I'late is presentedChildren's Book Shop Librarian. with each wjlume.
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